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E do a general Land and Coloniza- 
() YU I] tion business. Buy, sell and col- 
V V V V onize large tracts of land in any 
Tim* part of Texas. Handle West Tex- 
()()()()()() as ^ an ^ s an y s i ze tracts. We 
have for sale some exceptionally 
fine cattle, sheep and hog ranches, 
with or without stock. We also have the fin¬ 
est horse-breeding country in the State. Ec¬ 
tor County is the finest fruit county in the 
State. Ector County has made from one-half 
to one bale of cotton to the acre this year on 
sod land with little or no cultivation. 

Call on or write to 


THE M. D. HERBERT LAND AND COLONIZATION CO. 
ODESSA, ECTOR COUNTY, TEXAS, OR 
MAJ. JOE G. BOOTH, Traveling Representative 
4132 West Pine Street, ST. LOUIS, MO. 




















A Little Texas History 


In 1845, when Texas was admitted to the 
Union as a State she reserved all her public 
domain. This gives her the unique position of 
being the only State in the Union that has a 
general land office and a commissioner of the 
general land office of her own. The State Legis¬ 
lature has passed several different laws regard¬ 
ing this public domain. At first she enacted a 
law similar to the homestead laws od! the United 
States, giving each actual settler 160 acres of 
land as a homestead, requiring him to reside upon 
said homestead for a term of three years, at the 
expiration of which the State issued a patent 
therefor. The State donated every third section 
or alternate section of land to various railroads 
within a given distance of said railroad lines; 
on this account the railroads of the State own a 
great deal of land, but have sold lar^e quantities 
of it to cattlemen and actual settlers. A few 
years since the Legislature donated to the State 
public school fund all the public domain left, 
which amounted to several millions of acres, mak¬ 
ing the public free school system of Texas the 
richest in the world. It is now so large that the 
interest thereon is sufficient to keep a public school 
in every town, city, village and hamlet and in 
fact, every neighborhood where a sufficient num¬ 
ber of children can be found, for a term of from 
six to ten months in the year. Under the law, 
the principal cannot be used under any pretext 
whatever, but is invested in bonds and other inter¬ 
est-bearing investments. 
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OPPORTUNITIES IN WEST TEXAS. 


Odessa, the capital of Ector County, is located 
327 miles west of Fort Worth and 286 miles east 
of El Paso on the main line of the Texas and 
Pacific Railroad (the Missouri-Pacific System) 
and the most direct and shortest route to Cali¬ 
fornia and all western points as well as Old 
Mexico, from eastern points. Cattlemen have 
known for more than twenty years that Ector ard 
adjoining counties was the best stock country in 
the State of Texas, and for this reason have dis¬ 
couraged farming of any kind up to a year or two 
since, when the man with the hoe began to in¬ 
vade the territory, made possible by the State 
throwing a large quantity of school land on the 
market about that time. Now one can see large 
fields in a fine state of cultivation all over the 
country, and the finest of crops of all kinds grow¬ 
ing therein. The cattlemen have seen that they 
cannot afford to use fine farming lands for ex¬ 
clusive grazing purposes and at the prices these 
lands will bring for farming purposes, hence they 
are cutting up their ranches into tracts of any 
size, to suit the purchaser, and selling to farmers 
and stock farmers. Cattle, horses, mules, sheep 
and goats do well the year round in pastures with¬ 
out other feed than the native grasses, of which 
there are said to be some twenty-nine varieties. 

The calf crop has averaged all these years from 
85 per cent to 95 per cent. There are more reg¬ 
istered cattle in Ector and adjoining counties 
than in the same area in the State of Texas and 
we believe in the United States. In one of the 
adjoining counties there is located the largest 
herd of registered Hereford cattle in the world. In 
the western part of Ector County we have what 
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is known as the sand country, which is composed 
of a very deep red sand which is covered with 
grass of different varieties, and what is known 
as shin oak; this latter shrub, for it is noth¬ 
ing more than a shrub, rarely if ever fails to 
produce an abundance of acorns on which hogs 
thrive and grow fat. The writer has seen hogs 
brought out of this sand country which dressed 
300 pounds, that had never seen a grain of corn 
or other feed except what they obtained for them¬ 
selves on the range. It is said that a hog was 
never known to have any disease of any kind in 
this country, or in this portion of the State; 
cholera is unknown. Cattle also do better in this 
sand country than elsewhere; at any rate cattle¬ 
men claim that they do. 

SOIL. 

A deep red sandy or chocolate loam predomi¬ 
nates, but we have in some portions of the county 
a black sandy loam, and again in spots over the 
county we have a gravelly soil; each kind has its 
advocates, some claiming the other to be the best 
and most productive. We do not claim to know 
which is the best, but we do know that either 
or all kinds will surprise you in their producing 
powers where properly prepared, planted and 
cultivated. 

It seems naturally adapted to all kinds and 
varieties of fruits, as one can see in a single or¬ 
chard apples, pears, peaches, plums, apricots, 
prunes, soft shell almonds, cherries, quince and 
grapes of every known variety, and it would be 
hard to fell which is the better adapted to the 
soil; they all doi better than the writer ever saw 
in any other country. Vegetables and all kinds 
of small fruits do equally as well; with proper 
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«ar« and cultivation we can have strawberries 
for about nine months in the year. 

The day is not far distant when the orchardist 
will find that we have the finest country for com¬ 
mercial orchards in the United States, as we can 
grow fruits, more beautiful to see, freer from 
spots or other defects, of a better and more deli¬ 
cious flavor and larger, than any other portion of 
the United States that the writer has ever seen— 
not even excepting Southern California. We hon¬ 
estly believe and think that we can convince you 
if you will give us the opportunity, that we have 
the finest fruit country that you ever saw or will 
ever see again. 

Watermelons, cantaloupes, pumpkins, and in 
fact anything that grows on a vine, seem to be 
indigenous to the soil. The writer having seen 
plenty of watermelons this summer that would 
and did weigh as as much as eighty pounds, and 
pumpkins that weighed nearly, if not quite, as 
much. 

FIELD CROPS. 

Corn, cotton, milo maize, Kaffir corn, broom 
corn, oats, sorghum, and, in fact, anything that 
grows anywhere in the State, can be raised here 
as well if not better than in eastern portions of 
the State. Cotton has made this year (1906) as 
much as a bale per acre on new land, with little 
or no culivation and has averaged much more 
than one-half bale to the acre. Corn and other 
feed crops have done equally as well and when 
the land is put in a thorough state of cultivation 
we believe we will have the finest all-round farm¬ 
ing, stock farming and fruit country in the State 
of Texas or any other State. The land is very 
easily cultivated and one man can cultivate more 
land here than in any country we ever saw, and 
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with more ease, as we do not have the crab grass 
that is a nuisance in other localities. 

WATER. 

Water is obtained from wells at a depth of 
from forty feet in some places to one hundred 
feet in other places, and is in inexhaustible quan¬ 
tities and is generally raised by windmills. The 
water is pure and cold and is as good as can be 
found anywhere in the west. 

CLIMATE. 

Ector County being situated on the southern 
slope of the great Staked Plains of Texas and 
being so far south that we escape the rigorous 
winters of the north plains, and on account of 
the altitude we escape the sweltering heat of the 
lower portions of the State, the nights being 
so cool in midsummer that a light blanket is 
necessary for comfort before morning. 

In fact, the climate is simply superb, neither 
too cold nor too warm, but, as the Dutchman says, 
“Shust right.” 

HEALTH. 

There being absolutely no malaria, chills and 
fever are unknown. Pulmonary diseases are 
greatly benefited, if not cured. There are people 
now living in Ector County, sound and well, who 
came here years ago to die with consumption. 
Parties afflicted with asthma never have the 
second attack after reaching Ector County. There 
being no local cause for sickness, we have very 
little of it. We have only one doctor in the county 
and he has plenty of time to hunt quail, with which 
the country is fully stocked. 

WHAT WE CAN OFFER. 

The population of Ector County, though small 
at this time, is composed of cattlemen, farmers 
and laborers, all of whom are first class citizens 
and law abiding to a remarkable degree, as the 
county is not yet, and never has been represented 
in either of the penitentiaries of the State. In 
other words, nd one has ever been convicted of 
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a felony in Ector County. The people are hos¬ 
pitable, kind, and welcome the stranger with open 
good-fellowship and make him feel at home from 
the beginning. There is not a farmer or ranch¬ 
man in the county who was ever known to charge 
anyone for beds or meals, when traveling through 
the country. 

To the man with money we can offer invest¬ 
ments in land values that cannot be surpassed 
in any State or Territory in the Union, and in¬ 
vestments that will double in value within a year 
or two. 

To the man with small means we can offer a 
home in the healthiest country and the most de¬ 
lightful climate on earth and land that cannot be 
excelled in productiveness and richness in any 
country and at prices that would be a mere baga¬ 
telle in the more thickly settled countries; or, 
in other words, we can sell you land at from $7.00 
to $15.00 per acre that is equal if not superior to 
lands that are selling at from $100 to $200 per 
acre in the East and North, and that, too, in a 
far better and healthier climate, and land that 
will produce just as good crops and a much greater 
variety of crops, and all in a country where he can 
make an ideal home in an ideal climate in which 
to spend his declining years. We will say here 
that a man can make a good living in Ector County 
with less work than in any country we have ever 
seen or heard of. 

As to laboring men, they can get all the work 
they can do at remunerative wages and stand a 
chance of owning a home of their own, which is 
next to impossible in the more thickly settled 
portions of this and other States. We have open¬ 
ings for most any kind of labor, from the common 
laborer to the most skilled mechanic; there is 
not an idle man in Ector today who wants to 
work. As the country is fast filling up we need 
more merchants and business men, and parties 
looking for a location will do well to investigate 
Odessa before finally choosing a location. 

In conclusion, we will say that we have few 
insects of a troublesome nature; no mosquitoes, 
very few fleas, no ticks or anything of that kind, 
and few house flies compared to some localities. 
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Our rainfall is sufficient for all crops and we 
very rarely fail to make a good crop, and most 
years abundant crops. The average rainfall at 
Odessa for the last seven years has been about 
twenty-four inches, which is sufficient to raise 
anything that will grow in this latitude. We have 
as yet had no boll weevil nor boll worms; we 
have heard that Government experts have said 
that the boll weevil cannot exist in this altitude; 
at any rate, we have never had one in this country, 
though we generally have used seed that came 
from the East where the boll weevil thrives. 

The M. D. Herbert Land and Colonization Com¬ 
pany of Odessa, Ector County, have for sale an 
immense quantity of land, and at prices to suit 
all. We can sell you a tract of any size, located 
closein, or we can place you some distance from 
the railroad for less money. Our lands close in 
range from $7 to $15 per acre, and some improved 
places for more, owing to improvements and 
location. The Company guarantees the title to 
every tract of land it handles and will furnish a 
full and complete abstract for each tract. If you 
are from Missouri, come down and let us show 
you; it will only cost you $20 for a round-trip 
ticket with stopover privileges from St. Louis to 
Odessa, without change of cars, over the Missouri- 
Pacific and Texas & Pacific railways, and we will 
guarantee you kind and gentlemanly treatment 
from the officials and employees of these roads. 
They run excursions for the benefit of home- 
seekers to Texas on the first and third Tuesdays 
of each month. 

If we have not given you the information you 
desire in this booklet, write us a personal letter 
and ask as many questions as you like, and we 
will take pleasure in giving you any information 
in our power. 

Address 

THE M. D. HERBERT LAND AND 
COLONIZATION CO. 

ODESSA,ECTOR COUNTY, TEXAS 
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